
An Innovative Project  The purpose of the Dream of a Nation project is to implement a national public education 
and engagement effort which supports critical environmental and social innovations. The work explores the problems and 
success models associated with a multitude of civic issues including: Environmental Stewardship, Active Citizenry, Building Peace, 
Halting Climate Change, Media Reform, Strengthening Communities, Human Rights, Ethical Commerce, Innovations in Education 
and Health, and Economic Equality. The first phase of the project is a book-in-progress with a secondary phase that includes web 
platform development, in-school resources, a national Dreaming a Nation contest, and the completion of a documentary film. 

Nearly 50 organizations and icons are participating in the effort including:

Center for a New American Dream     ---     Vice President Al Gore      ---     Education Trust
National Priorities Project      ---     Alice Walker      ---     United for a Fair Economy      ---     Peace Alliance          

Greg Mortenson      ---     Environmental Defense Fund      ---     Public Citizen      ---     Free Press
International Labor Rights Forum      ---     Union of Concerned Scientists      ---     New America Foundation           

Common Cause     ---     and many others

Progress  The first phase (book and web) of the Dream of a Nation project has made significant strides in the past 18 
months.  Approximately 90% of written content has been submitted by our nearly 50 project partners with a majority of 
this material first-round edited. Nearly 30% of these essays have been designed with the remaining material in varying 
degrees of completion. The web, video short, education modules, and performing artist collaborations are also in planning 
stages. To date, $58,000 in grant funding has been received from the Herb Block, Shumaker Family, FSI, and Park Foundations. 

Capacity Building and Bigger Plans  All book royalties will support the civil society movement – with 50% 
returning to project partners and 50% earmarked for development of the documentary film, curricular materials, broader 
online citizen engagement efforts, and additional program expansion.

Organizational Background  Dream of a Nation is a new project of SEE (Social, Environmental, Economic) 
Innovation – an organization whose staff have a 17 year history of developing and implementing transformative programs. 
SEE Innovation’s previous public-education effort was a documentary film and curricula titled “Generation Earth.” Despite 
being produced on less than $5,000, it has been seen by nearly 2 million students, inspired a spectrum of new environmental 
education programs and was adopted by the County of Los Angeles and the State of California as a teacher’s resource– 
with the former naming its environmental education partnership after the documentary film. The Green Press Initiative is 
one of SEE Innovation’s additional active programs and is focused on improving the impacts of publishing (book and news-
print). The Green Press Initiative has catalyzed environmental policies and progress from 50% of U.S. book publisher 
market-share within 7 years and increased the industry’s use of recycled fiber sixfold – saving 3 million trees and 1.4 million 
tons of C02 (equal to 250,000 cars) each year. SEE Innovation staff also have an organizational history of utilizing foundation 
revenue to create project-generated revenue – formerly leveraging $150,000 in grant funding to develop $850,000 in 
project revenue over a six year period for the Recycled Products Cooperative. SEE Innovation staff have graduated and/or 
have advanced degrees in environmental studies, education, and natural resource management from UCLA Department of 
Environmental Studies, University of Michigan School of Natural Resources, and the Earth Institute at Columbia University.

To learn more about SEE Innovation and our current and past projects visit www.seeinnovation.org

Dream of a Nation  Building critical awareness, supporting collaboration 
& capacity building, and engaging citizens in strengthening Democracy.


